A STATEMENT OF POLICY
The editor of a scholarly journal, rather like a lion tamer, is in danger of being consumed by his work, and surely he will know at once whether he is doing his job badly or well. He has certain authority over his subjects; likewise they have power over him. Hence, understanding on both sides is imperative and ought to be arrived at as soon as possible. In case some old lions think they know already the rules of their trade, what follows is addressed to the younger ones who do not. And even old lions sometimes forget.
The most important fact about The Journal of British Studies' editorial policy has always been that it seeks articles from serious students in all fields concerned with British culture, politics, and history. But while remaining eclectic in scope, it must look for articles that are comprehensible to a wide range of readers. This means that an author should endeavor to explain at the beginning precisely what is important and new about his study and how it fits into the general context of his discipline. A good author tells in the first few paragraphs what the conventional wisdom about the topic is, in what way the author's discoveries depart from this, and why it is significant. In this way, the general reader knows what to look for within the narrative. The narrative itself presents only the evidence necessary to prove the point the author has already made and makes clear what is crucial and what is secondary. The conclusion should explain that the author has indeed shown what he said he would show at the beginning. A good scholarly article, then, is not a short book, a mini-biography, or a report on research, still less a chapter from a longer work. It must be original in point of view or evidence and above all must contain its own reason for being. It does not follow that JBS will never print articles of a polemic or bibliographic nature, but potential authors should be warned that the principal business of this journal is to keep its readers abreast of the most recent trends in interpretations and research in British studies.
A second point to be made, allied to the first, is that as a major journal with a large international circulation, which receives nearly a dozen submissions for every available space-a figure, by the way, which is growing-JBS looks for articles of the widest possible interest. For instance, a single, newly discovered letter from a literary or historical figure, no matter how important the person, does not justify publication unless the document also provides the basis for some major revision in the interpretation of the person's career or works. There is a large and increasing number of specialized journals for which such studies are appropriate.
None of this is intended to discourage the submission of articles. While the Journal receives many more manuscripts than it can use, it does not receive many more good manuscripts than it needs, and its managers hope within the next year to expand its size. Anyone, therefore, with an idea, the evidence to back it up, a knowledge of English, and a typewriter is a possible author for JBS. He need not write first to ask whether we would be interested in the topic. We always are.
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In Contempt of All Authority
Rural Artisans and Riot in the West of England, 1586-1660
Buchanan Sharp
Two of the most common types of popular disorder in late Tudor and early Stuart England were the food riots and the anti-enclosure riots in royal forests. Sharp establishes the social status of the people who engaged in those riots and determines the social and economic conditions which produced the disorders. $17.50
Culture and Politics
From Puritanism to Enlightenment Edited, with an Introduction, by Perez Zagorin A group of distinguished scholars investigates the interrelationship of culture and politics during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Zagorin aimed at diversity and coherence in this volume, and he has succeeded. In his introduction, he astutely demonstrates the underlying unity of these various essays, which span a chronological period of almost two centuries. $14.95
Poverty in the United Kingdom

A Survey of Household Resources and Standards of Living Peter Townsend
The most detailed and comprehensive study of poverty ever undertaken for any society. It develops new measures, concepts, and methods which will be applicable to other settings and of direct comparative significance. It challenges many currently held ideas on the subject and will be an indispensable resource for policy makers as well as scholars.
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